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7T Dienststelle in “elningen
1. .fter an insnrceticn on 7 ovember 1950, the 4th 7™ Bereitschaft

of ~and Thuringsia in elningen was deactivated =nd reorganized
into a new-Lype Bereitschaft. “ith She exnention of the ad-
ninistrative officcr, all officers cof the unit left tre nost for
reassignment. .« large pc -eontage of the enlisted nolice ere
transferred to 3Subl, Burg, Teipzig, and Talle -“here a new YD
Bereitschaft was to be sctivated. |

| 50X1-HUM
|

\ The najority of its new officers cnme from the
VP school In ‘aumburg and the X sciool in Tormau, and its en~
listed police from the VP Rercitschaft (.irmd)} in Burg, the ¥v»
Bereitschaft (Airty) in Teipzig, and the V> signal communication
school in "irna. On 1 January 1951, the V™ Berei’zchafd in
Ueiningen was redesipgnated V© Dienststelle (command hesdouarters)
{vPD}. The new officia’ ztam~ of t ¢ V™D in T'einingen bore the
numeral IV and the number 2736.

The VPD in ~einingcen +as the sunerior headquarters of the yo 90X1-HUM
units in *‘einingen “uhl. he headorarters and one infantry
I'ommando of three .bteilungen, totaling about 140 officers and

640 police, were located in the barracks installation on “no-
crenhaverstrasse, einlngen. I‘he 24 Tomnando (. rmd) consisting

of the 1lst, 24, 34, 5th, and 7th “onderabteilungen was stationed

in the former Cendarmerie 3chule, Tuhl, and the 34 T'ommando {Arty)
ennsisting of the 4th and 6th Sonderabteiluns, in the former

Plieger Schule, ~“uhl. Tach of the two ommandos numbered 350

tk 370 police, (1) In offieial correspondence, the V™ units ‘
in Suhl were referred to as "Oblekte", the artillery llomando

being ObjJekt ¥ and the arnored “ommando being Objekt 5. 50X1-HUM

“he snallest tactical unit of the 77D was the Orunpe (squad or
section; -'hich consisted of 1 "CO and 18 volice in an infansr
Jommando =2nd of tmo tatk crevs in an armored ommardo. [::::fj
\ | the strenath of the infantry Srunpe “ould
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be reduced to one 'CO and nine poiice, Three Crunnen formed

a Zug (platoon}, five "uege {platoons) one \bteilung, and
several - btelilungen one omnando. Taech 'bteilung of an infantry
Tormando consisted of five Tuepe, the 1st "ug being a mortar unit
of 60 to 7C police equipped =ith four lirht nortars; the 24 and
34 Zug rifle units mith two model 34 light machine funs to each
Oruppe; the 4th “ug a heavy machine sun unit ~ith four model
08/15 heavy machine guns, one model '‘ax'm heavy machine pcun and
two model 34 or D.T. light machine guns, and the 5th Zug a

signal unit. (2)

4, Tersonnel of the V©D in "einingen includeds

VP Kommandeur Bigewski, (fmu) Commanding officer, a graduate
: of an .ntifa school in the ", 7.8.7,,
ho sueceeded V> Oberrat Tiggler,
{fnu), who left for reassignment
on 17 ‘ovember 1950

VP Oberrat Raubach, (fnu) K officer

VP Oberrat Lindner, (fnu) Chief of staff, who formerly
gerved —ith a VP unit in Teipsig

VP Rat l'ehwald, (fnu) Assistant TK officer

VP Meister Kraemer, (fnu) Assistant to the personnel officer

VP Kommissar I"ichel, (fnu) Operations officer

VP Rat Schoenherr, (fnu) Director of training

VP lleister lietzner, (fnu) Ordnance officer

¥P jomnmandeur Ralthasar, (frnu) In charge of classified material

V" at i'inschke, (fnu) sdministrative officer

VP Oberkommissar Cuenthel, (fnu)iAdministrative officer

VP Rat Loeft, {(fnu) Comnanding officer of Objekt ¢
and the 7th jonderebteilung in
Suhl, @n ex-tank officer

VP Komnissar lau, (fnu) FK officer of Objekt G in Suhl

VP Kommissar "itteck, (fnu) Chief of staff of Objekt ¢

VP Oberkommissar "inter, (fnu) Training officer of Objekt G

VP Komnissar Vogel, (fnu) Administrative officer of
Objekt G

VP Ilommissar Cums, (fnu) Commanding officer of lst Zug
of 7th 3onderabteilung

VP Rat Dombrowski, (fnu) Jormanding officer of Objekt T
in 3uhl

VP Tleister "faterstrat, (fnu) Sg;if officer of Objekt F in
3
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VP Meister Bauer, (fnu) Head of the signal-communications
' ' office at the VPD in Meiningen

VP Hauptwachtmeister Roelllg, Iead of the telephone station at
(fnu) the signal-communications office

VP Wachtmeister Rokowskl, (fnu) Head of the teletype station at
the signal-communications office, (3

The VPD i Meiningen was fully equipped with infantry weapons which
vere eoither taken from foérmer German Army stocks or delivered

by thé Soviets, and which were in excellent condition. Tach
Abtellung had its own ordnance room. German-made weapons in-
c¢luded models 08 and 38 pistols, model 98-K carbines, 10-round
automatic. rifles, models 42 and 44 submachine guns; model 34
light machine guns, model 08/15 heavy machine guns, light and
medium mortars, model 18 light field hovitzers of 105 mm, and
model 18 heavy Tield hoitzers of 150 mm. Soviet-made weapons
included model 38 carbines, autometic rifles, submachine guns
with 78-round drum magazines, model D.T, lipght machine guns

with 48-round drum magdzines, heavy !'axim machine guns with
proteotive shields and mounted on ~heeled carriages, heavy
nortars, 76.2-mm AT guns, and one T-34 tank. The unit was al-
legedly to be furnished with two additional tanks. The ecuipment
of the signal platoons included 10-watt ultra short-wave trans-
mitting end receiving sets, model ¥ radiotelenhones, 30, 80, and
100-watt transmitters operating on medium wave, model B portable
radio sets, 35 one-kilometer units of heavy field wire, fifteen
to twenty 500-meter units of light field wire, a switchboard with
10 extenslons, model 33.field telephones, teletypewriters and
various line building material.

A new training period which was to emphasize tralning at unit
level started on 1 January 1$51. The 3CC was the highest autho-
rity coordinating the VP training program and relaying the mili-~
tary treaining problems. to the HVA,which in turn issued detailed
directives and transmitted them to the Sovietniks . with the
VPDs who briefed the German training personnsl, Political sub-
Jects were dedlt ~ith by the TK officers of the ¥PDs. Classified

}

material of the EVA was sent by couriers directly to the VP officers

in charge of such material. Teletype and telephone messages by
the IVA were transmitted directly to the officers in charge of
classifled material. I'0st of the training instructions were
translated excerpts or original copies of Soviet manuals., Tach
Kommando concentrated its main training effort on its specific
branch of service but also pursued training in the other branches
of service. For instence, an armored Hormando also received in-
fantry and artillery training. All Fommandos received intensive
mortar training. Signal training encompassed radio, telephone
and teletype courses, introductory courses in electrical engineer~
ing and in cryptographic methods, —ith emphasis on radio tralning,
Procedures for line, two-way, star, eircular control station and
net traffic were tamght. Codes used included the VP hand code,
the VP emergency hand code, the number code and the energengy
number code. The transmission of radio sipnals, radio messages,

-oombat renorts, and fire orders was chiefly practiced.

"' " General VP Information

7o

A signal-communications course was held in a building of the ¥y
Bereitschaft in Iuehlhausen from 1 arch to 19 August 1950, 1In
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the 7FT Firm in Rostock.

. had the cover name -Xlephant, originated from the former lst vy»

liotor in signal - -traffic.
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addition to the training sudbjects mentioned in peragraph 6,

the trainees were instructed in the'tapg§ng gf telephongﬂand
teletype lines., During this course, radio signals frog estern .
Germany were received by an ultra~short-wave set on a 27-kjilocycle
frequency. “he radio sets used were formeg_@ermanvnrmy riodels
~hich were allegedly produced by a German firm in Erfurt and

Inder the VP reorganization program, the rapk of Unterkomm§s§ar,
éggivalent to thegrank of a Soviet junior l}eutenant, wag im ro-
duced. Police who proved themselves qualified as career offi-
cers during examinations were promoted to the ragk of Tinterkom-
nissar. It was planned to have them attend snecial continuation

courses at VP officer schools.

The new VPD in Zrfurt, which in signal comﬁunication treffic

Bereitschaft of lLand Thuringia in Irfurt and from personnel of

a VP Bereitschaft in "angensalza, (4). The 24 YP Bereitscheft

of Tand [Thuringia in Tangensalza was completely dissolved, Only
a VP guard detachment of the VP Bereitscheft in Notha was gta-
tioned in Tanpensalza in late Tanvary. Some nersonnel of the
24 VP Bereitschaft in Langensalza were. transferred to Trfurt
to operate the main VP signal-communications center of TLand
Thuringia, C ' v

- ‘ 50X1-HUM
Personnel of the former 6th V° Bereitschaft of Land Thuringia -
in Gotha were used for the activation of a new VP Bereitschaft,
the headquarters and one Kommando of which were stationed in
the Buergerau Kaserne, and tmo other Kommandos in the former
Flak Laserne. 7The new VP Bereitschaft had the cover name

The former 7th and 8th vpP Bereltschaften of Tand Thuringia in
tuehlhausen were merged into one new~-type VP Bereitschaft com~
manded by VP Kommandeur ZLrnst, (fnu).  <nobher officer of the
unit was VP Oberrat Oppel, (fnu)s

’ : : ’ 50X1-HUM
A VP signal-communications school was located in Pirna., It

was attended by ebout 3,000 police who ceme from VP posts all
over the Soviet Zone of Germany. The school was organized
into seven Komnandos commanded by VP officers =ith ranks of

VP Inspekteur up to and ineluding VP Chefins-ekteur.,

The new-~type VP Bereitschaft wasg activated in Teipzig primarily -

from personnel of the former 24 VP Bereitschaft of Tand

Saxony. It numbered about 2,000 police.

. new VPD of undeternined strensgth was activated in Zeithéin

‘neer tiesa in Jamuary.

Under the reorgarizatiém prosram of the Bereitschaftspolizei,
the ¥ signal-communications centers in Tangensalza and ¥ och-
stedt rere transferred to Trfurt and 'alle respectively. The
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cover name of the signal-communications ceanter in “rfurt "as
Labicht (hawk) and that of the signal-comriunications center

in Helle Zeisig (siskin). The HVA had the cover name Finheit
(unit), the VPD in Torgauw the covedr naump Komitee {committec)
and the VPD in l'einingen the cover name Kultur {culture), v
signal traffic beyond the border of Tand Thuringia had to be
channeled through the main signal-communicetions center of "and
Thuringia in “rfurt, hich was operetod by about 60 police,
most of whom were telephone, telétype, ané redioc opsrators.

It was not known whether the Trfurt signal-communications center
was also equipped *ith radio seis. Previously the Volksoolizei
of Land Thuringia had only one radio station which ~as attached
to the 7th VP Bereitschaft in "uehlhausen, where signal police
practiced with various radio sets in open areas,; maintsining
connection with the barracks installation on a 23-kilocyele
freovsncy.

A VP school was still stationéd in “aumburg. /ncther V™
scliool and a VPD wée in Torgau.

T | o 50X1-HUM

Ihe organization of the VPD in i'einingen deviates from that of
other VPDs. It is believed that the VPD in einingen also con-
sists of three¢ infantry Yommandos, one artillery Kommando, and
seven 3onderabieilungen, including one tank Conderabteiluneg,
The discrepancy in organization may be attributed to the fact
that the VYPD in I'einingsn was not completely organized at the
time of cbservation, ‘ ’

The perscnnel of a morhar platoon *tith four mortars probably
does not exceed 25 men. :

Onmly VP Oberrat Tiggler, or Zichler, (fnu), is known. Te was UM
 identified as the commanding office ~the € 4 50X1-H
VP Bereitschaft of Land Thuringisa. 50X1-HUM
The new VPD e © 1 ®riurt, mas | | re- 50X1-HUM
ported. }
50X1-HUM
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